4 Samples! Included are samples of suggested resources that will bring the most impact to the children in your life.
• One month of unit material from Children in Action Leader
Thank you!
Thank you for your interest in beginning a missions education program specifically designed for children in your church! Our team at national WMU is here to assist you as you reach out and implement this new way of being "on mission" on a regular basis. Please contact us if you have questions, concerns, suggestions, or just want someone to talk with as you begin.
Contact information can be found on the bottom of this page as well as on our website: wmu.com/CA.
WHY DOES MY CHURCH NEED CHILDREN IN ACTION?
Experiences in Children in Action sm (CA sm ) help children to be aware that God wants everyone to know of His love, but not everyone knows of God's love. Involvement in CA leads children to progress from a focus on self to a focus on others. Children learn the missions concepts of praying, giving, and doing missions.
Through Children in Action, a foundation is set for a lifetime of missions.
ONLINE RESOURCES
wmu.com/children | Stay up to date with the newest monthly features, Children in Action products, and leadership training resources.
wmu.com/subscribe | Click to subscribe to our monthly children's enewsletter for the latest ideas, tips, news, and leader articles. Children in Action sm (CA sm ) is the WMU ® missions organization for boys and girls in grades 1-6. Being in CA helps children:
• learn a biblical worldview with an emphasis on missions learning and missional living • develop leadership skills to serve God and to share His love with others • grow spiritually in their understanding of God and His mission, including how they are a part of God's plan.
HOW DO CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT MISSIONS?
Each month, CAs focus on the work of a missionary in North America or an international country. Boys and girls learn through age-appropriate Bible studies and hands-on activities. Many activities in CA help children learn about the cultural aspects of a missionary's work. They learn by hearing mission stories and using Bible verses related to missions. CAs are given the opportunity to pray for missions, give to missions, and do missions.
WHO LEADS CHILDREN IN ACTION?
Each Children in Action group will need two adult leaders to plan, prepare, and carry out the weekly sessions. A CA coordinator is needed for multiple CA groups within a church to facilitate work among the groups and bring leaders together for special activities or events.
HOW IS THE CURRICULUM ORGANIZED?
Every month, Children in Action is loaded with missions-learning experiences. Learning progresses from week to week, building upon
• Week One: the biblical basis of missions • Week Two: introduces boys and girls to a specific ministry and the missionary who demonstrates the active compassion of Christ through that ministry • Week Three: deepens the focus on the missionary and his or her ministsry • Week Four: provides leaders with project options or the Missions Expedition 
WHEN DO GROUPS MEET?
Children in Action groups usually meet for one hour every week. Groups can meet at your church, in homes, or in any appropriate location.
WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS OR WOULD LIKE TRAINING?
Children in Action has an extensive network of consultants across North America. These consultants can talk with you one-on-one about starting or strengthening CA, and help you train church leaders. Many states and associations offer associational, regional, or statewide training for leaders and missions events for children.
To contact the CA consultant in your state or to learn more about training opportunities, visit wmu.com/statecontacts. • Pray for the children and leaders in CA.
THE BASICS OF

Children in Action
• If your church starts a group, invite children you know to CA. Provide transportation if needed.
• Make friends with the parents of CAs who are not regularly involved in the church.
• Volunteer to chaperone CA events and mission action projects.
• Volunteer to help with Missions Expedition sm once a month.
• 
NOTE TO LEADERS:
Prepare ahead of time for Week 4 Projects suggested each month (see pp. 14-15, 27-28, and 40-41). Depending on the activity, you may need to 1. send home permission slips to take children off church property, 2. arrange for transportation and extra adults to supervise the group, 3. contact the owner/manager of the site of your missions outing, 4. check with parents for allergies or medical conditions that may limit a child's participation, 5. ask children to bring in supplies needed for the project, and 6. send out special invitations and/or information sheets. the umbrella with a dry-erase marker or on sticky notes to put on the umbrella. 5. After children have finished their praises of protection, ask them for prayers for protection. 6. Write their prayers for protection on the umbrella or on the sticky notes to place on the umbrella. 7. Ask for volunteers to pray and thank God for His protection. Ask for one volunteer to pray for protection for the September MK and his or her family. 8. Send home with each child a copy of "Family Missions Focus" (available online).
ON THE COVER
Everybody In! ■ SUPPLIES
■ masking tape 1. Mark a small rectangle on the floor with masking tape. 2. Tell children to get as many people as they can inside the rectangle. 3. There are no restrictions on how they can squeeze in. They can hold one another on their backs, for example. 4. If children can get everyone in the rectangle easily, make the rectangle smaller and smaller until it is almost impossible to fit everyone. 5. Talk about how cramped it must have been on the ark for so many days, especially with all those smelly animals!
Children in Action Leader 9
Can You Follow Directions? 
Just for Older CAs
Assign one child to be the "caller." The person who remains in position the longest becomes the next "caller."
OPENING 5-10 minutes Give each remaining child a card. 3. The "church planter" will stand away from the other children. "Travis Kerns" will pantomime typing an email or making a phone call and will read a sentence aloud. The two children who have the cards that help with the activity will walk to the "church planter. " The "church planter" will extend his arm and the "church" and "missions team" will put their hands on him. Continue until all children have their hands on the church planter's hand. Here I Am ■ SUPPLIES ■ blindfold 1. Choose one CA to be the "seeker," and blindfold her or ask her to shut her eyes tightly. 2. Instruct the other children to hide throughout the room. 3. The "seeker" will search for the other children by listening as they repeat Here I am until one is found. 4. A leader should help direct the "seeker" so she doesn't get hurt moving around the room. 5. After the game, ask: How could you help seekers find the answers they are looking for? How could you connect seekers to your church? How could you help seekers connect to Jesus? 6. Once the "seeker" has found one of the children, she will choose another CA to be the seeker. WMU® grants permission for Children in Action SM leaders to copy this page.
CLOSING
